Minutes of the 902nd Meeting of the Stratton-on-the-Fosse Parish Council
Held in the Village Hall on 17 October 2011
PRESENT:
IN ATTENDANCE:

1.

Councillors: Mr John Padfield (Chairman), Mr R Jones (Vice Chairman),
Mr A Norris, Mr W Quinn, Mrs L Gittings, Mrs J Davies, Mr D Stock,
Mr M Daniels.
C C Gloria Cawood, Clerk.

PUBLIC FORUM:
There was no discussion.
APOLOGIES: Mr Jeremy Padfield, Dist Cllr S Priscott.

2.

MINUTES:
The Minutes of the previous Meeting held on 19 September 2011 were approved as a
true record and duly signed.

3.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
There were none.

4.

MATTERS ARISING:
7.4 The Chairman reported that the rubbish in Watery Lane had been removed.

ACTION

4.1 The Clerk informed Councillors that Western Power had declared that, although they
had stabilised the pole and it was now safe, they did not own the pole. Western
Power had made it safe as a good will gesture. The Clerk had e-mailed Highways
for the attention of Lighting Department to clarify if it is responsible for the pole and
if so the need to have it straightened, as it lights part of the traffic calming scheme.
12.1 A letter sent to the Lighting Department complaining about the irresponsibility of
removing the sign, without replacing it and for the lack of communication
regarding this issue has still not been acknowledged. The Clerk to copy to CC
Cawood

Clerk

Cllr Daniels arrived at this point 8.00pm
13.5 The Chairman reported that the HGV Sign had been installed by Chris (the
Lengthsman) and Cllr Quinn.
14.3 The Clerk had made enquiries regarding the frequency of emptying the dog fouling
bin. Terry Leach had no knowledge that this had been sited, but he would look at
the site and place on his plan for emptying, which would be once per week.
The Clerk reported that there had been no response to date regarding the flooding
opposite the War Memorial. The Clerk to chase.
5.

Clerk

CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS:
5.1 The chairman reported that he had left a message with Andrew Hob’s secretary to
contact him regarding his co-option, but to date had not received any response.
5.2

Cllr Jones stated that a new parishioner Irene Duggan, of 1 Church Row had shown
an interest in becoming a councillor. Cllr Jones proposed that he bring her along to
the next Meeting of the Parish Council which was seconded by Cllr Davies and
agreed by all.

Cllr
Jones
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6.

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:
6.1 Councillors had been forwarded CC Cawood’s Report.
6.2 It was noted that Stratton had been successful in its Transport and Road Safety bid
for a new crossing for Chilcompton School.

7.

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:
No Report received.

8.

POLICE MATTERS:
8.1 PCSO Housley gave her Report a summary of which follows:
It was noted that all incidents were related to Downside School.
03/10/2011 Aggressive youths in grounds.
04/10/2011 Aggressive youths
05/10/2011 Throwing stones on games pitches at pupils.
09/10/2011 Large number of youths fighting.
11/10/2011 Fireworks – police attended.
12/10/2011 Fireworks – police attended.
Plus 2 calls received this evening.
8.2

PCSO Housley stated that there had been a regular PCSO attendance in the village
and the culprits on occasions had been sighted, but not as yet apprehended. It was
also stated that Downside has its own security as well as a dog patrol. PCSO
Housley encouraged anyone to ring and report anything suspicious that is seen.

8.3

The new Police non-emergency number is 101.

8.4

Cllr Quinn thanked the PCSO for responding to the notification of youths noticed
playing in the Community Gardens, whilst still fenced off as not yet officially
opened. Cllr Stock confirmed that the contractors will be finished, and therefore
the fence will be removed, in a couple of weeks.

PCSO Housley left the meeting at 8.24 pm
9.

PLANNING MATTERS:
9.1 Applications: There were none.
9.2

Notified of Approval by MDC: There were none.

9.3

Proposed planning RBLSite: Cllr Jones had received a further letter from
parishioner Mr Richard Maggs in relation to the proposed building at the former
RBL site. Mr Maggs stated that it had been confirmed by the Housing Association
Aster that any present access through this site would be accommodated in any
future planning.
The Clerk to acknowledge.

Clerk

The Clerk stated that MDC had confirmed that the Parish Council had to wait until an
official planning application had been received until they could comment and no
information was available until then.
The Clerk had contacted Flourish Homes to enquire about plans appertaining to the RBL
site, but the person concerned was not available. The Clerk would make another attempt.
Clerk
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10.

FINANCIAL MATTERS:
10.1 The Clerk presented the BT/Broadband charges amounting to £115.05 dated
October 2011 which all Councillors present agreed to be paid. Cheque
No.000849
10.2 An Invoice from Storage N Stuff Limited for the purchase of 8-off Grit Bins
amounting to £1,224.48 was agreed by all Councillors present to be paid. Cheque
No.000848
10.3 Cllr Quinn submitted a receipt for the purchase of posts for HGV sign amounting
to £13.44 which was agreed by all to be paid. Cheque No.000847
10.4 The Bank Statements for the month of September 2011 were reconciled and duly
signed.

11.

HIGHWAYS:
11.1 The Clerk confirmed that 3-off 200L Grit Bins and 5-off 400L Grit Bins had been
ordered from Storage N Stuff Limited. The 3-off 200L Bins would be delivered to
Fosse Farm, South Street in approximately 5 days and the other 5-off 400L Bins
would be delivered in 12 working days. Both deliveries were free of charge.
11.2 Cllr Daniels confirmed that the bins ordered were lockable, but at present no locks
had been ordered. The locks should be substantial (ie brass) and bins would be
unlocked when the weather forecast predicted ice or snow.
11.3 It was agreed that shovels would not be purchased.
11.4 Also, as suggested by Highways, the bins should be fixed down. It was suggested
that this might be a job for the Lengthsman. Cllr Quinn agreed and would have a
site visit with Cllr Daniels and Chris(lengthsman). Chris had already fitted bins for
Coleford Parish Council. It was agreed to meet on Wednesday 3November 2011 at
8am.

Cllrs
Quinn
Daniels
Chris

CC Gloria Cawood arrived at this point 8.30pm
12.

STREET CLEANING/LENGTHSMAN SCHEME:
12.1 Cllr Quinn gave his report, a summary of which follows:
Tasks carried out by Chris the Lengthsman:
Collected the HGV Signs from Cllr Jones and materials from build Base.
Modified the fixings for the signs.
Prepared the 2 sites in Green Lane.
Erected the signs.
Cut back branches obstructing traffic signs at Norton Down and Killings Knapp.
Cut brambles from Downside property that was obstructing the pavement at
Linkmead.
• Cleaned traffic signs on the B3355 at Norton Down Cross roads.
• Removed a bush that was obstructing the view at the approach to the junction of
the B3355 and A367.
•
•
•
•
•
•
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12.2 The Clerk had contacted the Coleford Parish Clerk to arrange a meeting of the 5
parishes involved with the Lengthsman Scheme to discuss its future. This will be
held on Wednesday 2 November 2011. Cllr Quinn will attend as Stratton’s
representative and will reinforce the Parish Council’s belief in the scheme and the
hope for it to continue after the funding ends in March 2012.

Cllr
Quinn

12.3 Cllr Daniels had received complaints from parishioners about the weeds in the
village. MDC had stopped weed killing, due to cut-backs. It was noted that Chris
(the Lengthsman) only cut weeds down. It was suggested that Chris received
training in the use of chemicals. Laycock School of Agriculture ran a 1 day course
costing £150 which on completion the successful student received a Licence to use
the relevant chemicals for weed kill. Cllr Quinn to put this idea forward at the
November Lengthsman meeting. The Chairman offered to store any chemicals
needed in his farm’s chemical storage facility.

Cllr
Quinn

12.4 After discussion about the extra funding needed, it was thought that this would
have to wait until after the meeting with the 5 parishes involved. The cost would
depend on the number of parishes remaining in the scheme and if any others
joined. It was thought that any funding in the short-term could be recovered from
the contingency fund.

13.

12.5 CC Cawood stated that Farnborough Parish Council had shown an interest in
joining and that she would contact Colford PC to suggest an invitation to the
November meeting is sent.

CC
Cawood

ADOPTED BT KIOSK:
13.1 Cllr Quinn confirmed that the Kiosk would be cleaned and painted in racing green
by himself and his wife.

Cllr
Quinn

13.2 Cllr Norris will inspect the kiosk and recommend material for the shelving.

14.

Cllr
Norris

13.3 Councillors were in agreement that a book store with village information would
make the best use of the kiosk. Cllr Daniels would make enquiries of any other
villages that had already achieved this.

Cllr
Daniels

FOOTPATHS:
14.1 Cllr Gittings stated that although the rotten gate post (which was held together with
twine) at Mogg Hill footpath had been reported to date it had not been repaired. As
this was the hanging post with hinges, Councillors considered this to be dangerous.
The Clerk was to chase.

Clerk

14.2 The footpath at Mogg Hill was still in need of attention. As this footpath is used
by pupils to gain a safe access to the school, its maintenance has in the past been
funded by SCC. CC Cawood would make further enquiries of Clare Haskins.

CC
Cawood

14.3 Councillors reported that although new fencing had been erected at the Copse
Mogg Hill by Downside, recently boulders had fallen over the footpath. The Clerk
to inform Downside that more work is needed at this site.

Clerk

4

15.

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:
15.1 The Chairman confirmed that Gloria’s report had been received.
15.2 CC Cawood confirmed that Stratton’s bid for a school crossing had been granted
and was the only successful bid that had been submitted by her. CC Cawood
congratulated Cllr Jones for his work on the application for the funding. It was
confirmed that this was not a zebra crossing, but flashing lights.
15.3 CC Cawood reported that Stratton would be with Chilcompton when boundaries
were changed by the Boundary Commission. The Parish Council confirmed that
this was agreeable and Councillors thought this was sensible as the shop and
school were at Chilcompton. All present unanimously agreed that this was a good
idea for the community.
15.4 CC Cawood stated that Chilcompton had completed an Emergency Plan (in the
event of a bird flu epidemic for example). This is a voluntary decision and
Councillors thought this was unnecessary.
15.5 CC Cawood suggested that the Parish Council should work on a Local Plan
(housing – type and number for example).
15.6 The Clerk to e-mail letters regarding the traffic calming sign to CC Cawood.

16.
17.
18.

Clerk

CC Cawood left the meeting at this point 8.25 pm
PARISH FORUM REPORT:
There was nothing to report.
WEB-SITE:
Cllr Daniels would like photographs forwarded to be placed on the web-site.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Correspondence was read and dealt with accordingly:
1.

SCC

2.

BANES

3.

SCC

Winter de-Icing material. Bags for collection on 29 Oct 2011 from
Frome Depot, Manor Furlong,Frome BA11 4RH between 9am-1.00pm
10-off 20 kg bags.
Also open evening 8 Nov 2011 at 6pm-7pm

4.

Boundary
Commission
Somerset Waste
Partnership
The Volunteer
Network
The Queens
Diamond
Jubilee Beacons
Parish
Information
Bulletin

Consulting until 5 December 2011

5.
6.
7.
8.

Somerset Electoral Review
Stage 1 consultation runs until 14 Nov 2011
Comments received until 31 Oct 2011
Proposed change to BANES Draft Core Strategy.Comments by 21.10.11

Revised Bank Holiday Collection 2011-2012
Big Somerset – Community Group Support
4 June 2012 Beacons lit throughout UK
Booklet with details of Beacons, Insurance, Registration Form
Issue 105 October 2011
Parish Forum – next meeting Mon 28 November 2011
Mon 27 February 2012
November meeting will have an exhibition set up to be viewed from 5.30 pm
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onwards with Agenda items commencing at 6.15pm
Several funding items
Maps & Mapping systems for Local Councils Need to sign up
Magazines/ Brochures:
Planning:
Bank Statements:
Sept 2011
Business Reserve A/C
£18.282.98
Current A/C
50.00
Cheques:
V Attwood
Expenses BT
115.05
Storage n Stuff Ltd
Grit Bins
£1224.48
19.

MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
19.1 Cllr Gittings reported that the mainswater had been cut off for most of the village
recently and next door neighbours aged 80 plus were not able to have a hot drink
all day. Cllr Gittings reported that the water board had been called 3 times over the
last year about the water pressure and suggested that the Parish Council ask for
new water main throughout the village.
19.2 The Clerk was instructed to contact Wessex Water to formally request that
residents are informed when water is to be turned off and to enquire about its 5-10
year plan for maintenance.

Clerk

19.3 Cllr Stock gave an update on the Community Gardens:
•
The invites for the opening ceremony on Sunday 31 October 2011 from
12noon to 2pm had been sent. This would incorporate a Hogg Roast. It is hoped
a Celebrity will official open it.
•
Seasonal planting will take place
•
It was thought a good idea for the Millennium tree to be re-sited in the
Community Gardens, but advice is that this is not a good time of year to move it.
It will be considered in the spring.
•
A litter bin has been purchased and is ready to be placed.
•
Cllr Stock confirmed that any fine- tuning (ie any proud screws on
seats/benches) would be dealt with by the contractor’s final inspection.

20.

19.4 Cllr Stock requested that the up-dated Asset Insurance should be in place by 27
October 2011. The Clerk to organise this. The Clerk stated that the estimated prorata premium would be in the region of £300

Clerk

19.5 The Clerk suggested that Cllr Stock, who would inspect the playground on a
weekly basis, keep a written report stating time an date of inspection. This would
then be minuted at the monthly meetings – this was a condition of the insurance
policy.

Cllr
Stock

19.6 The Chairman stated that he would not be able to attend the next Meeting, but that
the Vice-Chair Richard Jones would take the Chair.

Agenda

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
20.1 The date of the next Meeting will be on Monday 21 November 2011 at 7.45 p.m
20.2 There being no other business the meeting finished at 9.50 p.m.
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CHAIRMAN_______________________________________________DATE_____________________

7

