Minutes of the 896th Meeting of the Stratton-on-the-Fosse Parish Council
Held in the Village Hall on 21 March 2011
PRESENT:

Councillors: Cllr Mr R Jones (Vice Chairman), Mr A Norris, Mr M Daniels,
Mr D Stock, Mr W Quinn, Mrs L Gittings, Mrs J Davies,

IN ATTENDANCE:

Clerk, Dist Cllr Steven Priscott,

The Lord’s prayer was said
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ACTION

As Cllr John Padfield (Chairman) was absent, Cllr Richard Jones (Vice Chairman)
took the Chair.
PUBLIC FORUM:
There was no discussion.
APOLOGIES: Cllr John Padfield(Chairman), A Hobbs, CC Gloria Cawood
PCSO Housley, (belated) PC Darren Pearson. (belated)
An e-mail received from Cllr Paul Phibben, tendering his resignation, was read to
Councillors. This was accepted.

2

MINUTES:
The Minutes of the previous Meeting held on 21 February 2011 were approved as a true
record and duly signed.

3

DECLARATION OF INTEREST:
There were none

4

MATTERS ARISING:
All other items covered on the Agenda.

5

POLICE MATTERS:
No PCSO in attendance and no Report received.

6

PLANNING MATTERS:
6.1 Applications:
Ref:2011/0536 Downside Abbey & School Internal refurbishment listed building
Ref:2011/0491 Downside Abbey & School Internal refurbishment listed building
All Councillors present agreed to recommend approval to the both of the above.
Ref 2010/3082 Heathercott House, Stoke St Michael, Radstock BA3 5HW
Extension to house to enlarge kitchen & bedroom Detached garage.
Comment returned to MDC from the Planning Committee, after the PC
meeting:
Leave the decision to the Planning Officer, following consultation responses.
6.2

Notified of Approval by MDC
Ref:2010/3082 Heathercott House, Stoke St Michael,RadstockkmB3 5HW
The Proposal by reason of its design, scale and layout would be in keeping with
is surroundings.

6.3 For Information
Ref: 2010/2281 Application for Confirmation of Condition Compliance
1

7

8

9

TO REVIEW STANDING ORDERS:
Certain items in the Standing Orders had still to be finalised. Cllr Daniels would
address this before the next Meeting. The new Standing Orders will be adopted at the
next Meeting

Cllr
Daniels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:
CC Gloria Cawood was not in attendance but this report was forwarded:
Save Coleford Tip Update: A group of Coleford Recycling Centre campaigners took the
fight to Somerset Waste Partnership Board in Taunton last month. We were not
impressed by the way the Board handled the meeting, so asked our Scrutiny Committees
to call their decision in. On March 25 th the Board will meet again and we want them to
keep Coleford Tip open. The papers for the Waste Partnership board meeting have now
been published the recommendation for the 25 th are:
Either A: Mothball or close the 4 sites, including Coleford
Or
B: Trial for 4 months charging £2.50 per visit and close if this proves financially
unviable.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
9.1 The Clerk’s Salary for the period Jan – March 2011 amounting to £ 524.82 was
agreed by all Councillors present to be paid. Cheque No.000818
9.2 The Clerk presented Petty Cash expenses for the period Jan-March 2011
amounting to £8.68 which all Councillors present agreed to be paid. Cheque
No.000819
9.3 The purchase of Grit Bins was discussed and all Councillors present agreed the need
for these, but how many would have to be determined after a survey had been
conducted.
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9.4 It was proposed by Cllr Daniels and seconded by Cllr Davies, with all Councillors
present agreeing, to purchase a Dog Fouling Bin. The Clerk stated that the Bins
would have to be to MDC specification ie Retriever 50. The Clerk to go ahead and
place an order with Glasdon.

Clerk

HIGHWAYS:
10.1 Grit Bins: Before proceeding with the purchase of Grit Bins, a site meeting with
Highways was needed to ascertain how many were needed and where to place.
Cllr Daniels was organising a meeting.

Cllr
Daniels

10.2 Dog Fouling Bins: Retriever 50 to be purchased without post but maybe with a
bracket – the Clerk to confirm with the supplier. It was also suggested that “No
Dog Fouling” signs should be put by the bins.
10.3 Green Lane: Cllr Jones reported that he had a contact that would supply the signs
at no cost to the Parish Council, although posts would need to be purchased. It
was thought that the erection of the signs could be a job for the Lengthsman.
It was decided that 2 signs were needed which should read “Unsuitable for
HGV’s”. Cllr Jones would take photos of a locally placed sign for reference.

Cllr
Jones

10.4 The query about the rubbish bins left on the pavement was being addressed by
Dist Cllr Gus Halfhide and Dist Cllr Priscott would report on this at the next
meeting.

Dist
Cllr
Priscott
2

11

10.5 Cllr Stock reported that vehicles parked opposite St Benedict’s Church were
causing a traffic problem, with cars queuing to pass by at times. This was thought
to be a matter for the PCSO and it was suggested that the Clerk contacted PCSO
Housley to arrange a site meeting perhaps when on early shift, ie 9.00am

Clerk

10.6 The Clerk to report the broken pointer sign post at the Green Lane triangle. The
Lengthsman could fit if forwarded to the Parish Council.

Clerk

10.7 The Clerk to report the grass encroaching the pavement from the last pinch point
to the lay-by out of the village towards the White Post and Radstock

Clerk

STREET CLEANING/LENGTHSMAN SCHEME:
11.1 Cllr Quinn was pleased to report that the scheme is now up and running again,
with Chris Perkins commencing duty in Stratton on 23 February 2011. Duties
performed so far being:
• Cleared branches that were obstructing a traffic sign near Norton Down
crossroads and the Tunnel Lane sign on the B3355.
• Re-aligned a speed restriction sign at the top of Green Lane towards
Chilcompton.
• Fixed and secured a traffic warning sign on the A367(north)
• Cleared various blocked drains on the main road including ones opposite
Sunnymead and below the Village Hall. Also drains by Downside entrance,
but has still to deal with the one near Green Lane.
Cllr Quinn’s intention is to deploy Chris when possible to assist with jobs within
the Village Hall, although, with the growing season almost here, he will soon be
busy with his strimmer.
11.2 The Clerk had e-mailed Mr Errington regarding the unsuccessful road sweep, (due
to the pavement being swept after the roadside and therefore the drains becoming
blocked), but had received no feed-back to date.
11.3 Cllr Quinn suggested painting the adopted telephone kiosk and after discussion it
was decided to keep it red. Also the inside needed to be stripped. An idea for its
usage was for a map of the village for visitors and the Electoral Role displayed.
Cllr Quinn suggested having a site meeting to discuss, but Chris the Lengthsman
could spruce it up in the meantime.

Cllr
Quinn

11.4 The litter problem in the village was discussed, with Killings Knapp and Green
Lane being particularly bad. Councillors agreed to a litter-pick on Tuesday 19
April 2011 at 6.00pm. Cllr Gittings had to give her apologies, due to work
commitments. The Clerk to organise with MDC to collect litter pickers, bags and
tabards.

Clerk
Cllrs

11.5 The litter left by the re-cycling contractors was still being looked into by Dist Cllr
Steven Priscott, who would report at the next meeting.

Dist
Cllr
Priscott

11.6 Ian Parkman, at Environmental Health, had responded to the Clerk’s enquiry about
what could be done about the rubbish adjacent to the Village Hall as follows:
After a second site visit on 15 March 2011 he found that, although the heap is
extensive, he could not see any putrifiable or noxious waste. He stated that he
only had powers to deal with the rubbish if it did hold any of the aforementioned
3

waste. However, he did have some concern that, if the heap was to be set on fire,
it would produce black smoke which could be an offence under the Clean Air Act
and he will be writing to the occupier to advice him of this. He will also pass the
complaint to colleagues in Planning Enforcement, who may have some powers to
deal with this matter under the Town and Country Planning Act.
After discussion, it was agreed that a letter to Downside should be sent relaying
the concern of the Parish Council. Reporting that the rubbish heap was not only
an eye-sore but, with the sighting of rodents nearby, a health hazard. It was also
not desirable within such close proximity to the Village Hall which a Toddler
Group used or with the Community Gardens about to open. The Clerk was to
liaise with Cllr Jones who would deliver the letter by hand.
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13
14

FOOTPATHS:
The lane off Watery Lane known as Granny Greens was reported to be in a terrible mess
– made by horses getting in. Cllr Gittings would take a look and put in a complaint to
SCC.
PARISH FORUM REPORT:
There was nothing to report.

Clerk
Cllr
Jones
Cllr
Gittings

WEB-SITE:
14.1 Cllr Daniels reported that he had redesigned the menu system and had added
photographs of the building in progress of the Community Gardens to the site.
14.2 Cllr Daniels would like photographs of Stratton – new and old – people or places to put on the Web-site. He would need them for 1 day to scan and would then
return. Cllr Norris stated that he would bring photos to the next meeting.

15

LOCALISM BILL:
Cllr Gittings and Cllr Daniels had attended the meeting to discuss the Localism Bill. It
was not relevant to Stratton as it involved planning and local development, which was
deemed not viable in Stratton as the parish did not meet the criteria.

16

CORRESPONDENCE:
Correspondence was read and dealt with accordingly:
1.MDC Notice of Elections –Parish Councillors and District Councillors –
For reference and N/B
2.MDC “Time to Plan” consultation on Core Strategy which sets out how many
houses and jobs are required and what services, facilities are needed.
Event at Shepton Mallet Wed 23 March 2011 11am – 8 pm
Final session Shepton Mallet Mon 28 March 5.30 – 8 pm before views
submitted by 31 March 2011
3.IAC Ltd (Internal Audit & Compliance) Audit firm offering Internal Audit service.
Email admin@audit-iac.co.uk phone 01225 849109 www.audit-iac.co.uk
4.SCC Library Services: 4 Hub including Frome ALL market town including Shepton
Mallet and 4 community libraries will continue to receive funding. 2 mobile
services will be retained. Is SOF mobile stop at Red House Farm? Query.
5.SCC Newsletter re activities at County Council. Any ides on how services could be
run in different/more effective way? Is there specific funding received from CC
could be used better? Are there options for joining forces with other local
communities to make resources/services go furtherBigSociety@somerset.gov.uk
to be put in touch with correct department.
6.Local Councils Update Free copy

Cllr
Norris

N/B

Clerk
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If subscribe before 30 June 2011 will cost £70 per annul (usually £100).
7.Parish Info Bulletin - March 2011 Issue 98
8.Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service
Draft Corporate Plan for 2011/12 – 2012/13 Questionnaire inviting views 8 areas
like opinions c/w SAE. Consultation period closes 10 April 2011.
9.The Mendip Society
Walks & Talks programme April-August 2011 and
Newsletter Dec Issue 130 March Issue 131.
Emails received:
1. Gloria Cawood
Coleford tip update
PC views to be forwarded to Gloria before this Friday.
2. SALC
Audit Commission report. P.A.Y.E
3. MDC
Election Timetable
4. PCSO
Community Contact Vehicle dates
5. MDC
Rubbish Heap – inspection report
6. Paul Phibben
Resignation
Magazines/ Brochures: Clerks & Councils Issue 74 March
Glasdon
Planning: Ref: 2011/ 0536 Downside Abbey &School
Internal refurbishment listed building.
Ref: 2011/0491 Downside Abbey & School
Internal refurbishment listed building

Clerk

Clerk
Clerk

Bank Statements: March 2011

Business Reserve A/C not received
Current A/C 50.00
Cheques: V Attwood Salary
Jan-Mar 2011 £524.82
Petty Cash Jan-Mar 2011 £ 8.68
Letters/e-mails sent: Copy of Playground Safety forwarded to Marie Taylor
Re query on Insurance – PC will instruct the Insurance
Company to include and pay extra premium when the
contractors have installed. Liability Insurance covered.
Mr Errington – re Street cleaning
Ian Parkman – re Rubbish Heap
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MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
17.1 The forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting was discussed, with the Clerk checking
the list of Invitations to be sent.

Clerk

17.2 The date and time were confirmed and it was decided to offer a glass of wine at
the end of the evening. The Clerk would place a Notice on the Notice Board and
forward to Cllr Daniels to place on the Web-site.

Clerk

17.3 Ideas for a speaker were sought and Cllr Gittings suggested a member of the
Ramblers Association – all agreed and the Clerk was asked to invite.

Clerk

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
18.1 The date of the next Meeting will be on Monday 18 April 2011 at 6.30 p.m
18.2 Followed by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30 p.m
18.3 There being no other business the meeting finished at 9.40 p.m.

CHAIRMAN_______________________________________________DATE_____________________
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